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INTERNATIONAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE JUSTICE FOR CYPRUS

July 9, 2019

Dear Friends,

As we approach the 45" tragic anniversary of the illegal invasion of
Cyprus, it’s important that we all utilize social media to remind everyone
that 36% of the Republic of Cyprus is still under occupation and has
become the first modern Islamist Fundamentalist conquest of the West.

Attached is a short ad outlining the consequences of the invasion and the
article that is in the Washington Times today calling on the United States
Congress to enact the Eastern Mediterranean Partnership that protects
and secures American interests in the region.

Very truly yours,

Philip Christopher

President

23-15 31°' Street, Astoria, NY 11105 ~ Tel 718.545.7202 ~ E-mail: PSEKAUSA@AOL.COM
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45 Consecutive years Cyprus and its people remain forcibly divided

360/ of the sovereign territory of the Republic of Cyprus
0 is under illegal military occupation by Turkish troops

200'000 Greek-Cypriots were forcibly expelled from their ancestral homes

500,000 illegal settlers from Turkey have usurped Greek-Cypriot properties

500 Greek Orthodox Christian churches have been destroyed
or turned into mosques

Bﬂ 000 archaeological treasures, part of the world’s cultural heritage,
’ have been illegally smuggled and sold abroad

20'000 icons, sacred vessels, gospel and other objects have disappeared

1 130 persons, civilians and soldiers are still missing,
’ among them 5 American citizens

410 Greek-Cypriots and maronites remain enclaved under conditions
of oppression

We Call on President Trump, Leader of the Western World,
to put an END to the Illegal Occupation

and to STOP Erdogan’s Islamist Fundamentalists
to Achieve their First Modern Conquest of the West!
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The Eastern Mediterranean Partnership
Protects and Secures
American Interests in the Region

aas urkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
' purchase of Russian $-400 missiles has ex-
& posed the vulnerability of American security
{ interests as well as those of Western World
. nations in the Eastern Mediterranean, De-
-l cades of our Executive Branch refusing to
implement the laws of the land enacted by our Legisla-
tive Branch has contributed signiticantly to this vulner-
ability. In fact, it 1s the preeminent factor behind Erdo-
gan's verging un the first Islamist conquest of Western
World territory and resources in modern history -- the
occupied northern third of our ally, Cyprus
In 1964, President Lyndon Johnson adhered to the
law and stopped Turkey’s attempt to use American
arms aggressively against Cyprus. Suhsequently, sys-
temic neglect of laws has created a mounting number of
problems. In 1974, when Turkey again moved to invade
Cyprus, President Richard Nixon and Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger decided to ignore 22 US Code Section
2314(d} that required terminating the shipment of
American arms to countries using them aggressively.
Emphasizing the importance of adherence to the “rule
of law”, the Legislative Branch enacted an embargo on
arms to Turkey that the Executive Branch failed to im-
pose. Yet, in contravention of both laws, the Executive
Branch trans-shipped arms to Turkey through Europe
This occurred even though Turkey evicted 200,000
of our Greek-Cypriot allies from their homes and de-
stroyed 500 historic Christian Churches in the occupied
northern third of Cyprus. This Executive Branch con-
duct started decades of our green lighting Turkish ag-
gression. A few of the several other examples include:
the Congress' lifting of the Turkish Arms Embargo on
the condition of its immediate re-imposition whenever
the President could not certify to the Congress that
Turkey was withdrawing from Cyprus. In the decades
since, Turkey has greatly increased its occupation, yet,

our Executive Branch certifies to Congress every few
months that Turkey is moving to withdraw.

The Executive Branch also refused major Congres-
sional requests thatit find out what Turkey had done
with five Amertcan citizens they took prisoners when
they invaded Cyprus? Only when Congress passed a
law did Turkey return the bones of vacationing 16-year-
old Andrew Kasapis of Detroit Our government did
next to nothing for the other four missing Americans
nor was Turkey condemned for executing and dump-
ing them in mass graves with over 1,000 Cypriot men,
women and children That green light moved Turkey to
violate Geneva Conventions with the transfer to Cyprus
0f 400,000 Turkish settlers including extremist Imams
ta take nver the small Wesrern Warld Turkish-Cypriot
community of moderate Muslims, as America looked
the other way.

Some good diplomats like the current Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo, who attended the meeting in
Jerusalem of our Eastern Mediterranean Partnership
(EMP) made up of Israel, Cyprus, Greece and America,
and like Assistant Secretaries Dick Holbrooke and Wess
Mitchell agreed with the Congress’ steady push for re-
gional balance. These diplomats rejected the Executive
Branch’s treatment of the region as a zero sum game,
which turns our back on our Western World allies. But
the current perspective at the State and Defense De-
partments will not last forever. America must assure
our Executive Branch’s implementation oflaws like the
soon to be enacted EMP bills in the Senate introduced
by Bob Menendez and Marco Rubio and by Ted Deutch,
Gus Bilirakis and David Cicilline in the House,

And itis extremely important for American security
interest that it also institutionalizes the current positive
relationship with our EMP allies. Our nation's Founder
James Madison devised the way through our consti-
tutional provisions that make our branches of gov-

ernment coequal. He refers to the Executive Branch's
power of the “sword” and the Legislative Branch’s the
power of the “purse”. The Congress' control over all
funds for the Executive Branch gives them great lever-
age

The Chairman of the House Appropriations Com-
mittee and the Foreign Operations Subcommittee, Nita
Lowey, is beginning to exert that authority to preserve
today's policy of balance in that dangerous region The
Appropriations measure just approved by the House
contains language to create, with the Department of
State, a unique program for America’s EMP countries.
She is pressing for Washington to annually host officials
from the ministries of Foreign Affairs, Defense and
Energy from the three EMP countries. This i appro
priate because Cyprus, Greece and Israel are the only
countries in that region that are stable democracies and
always “have our back”.

Each year, EMP officials would have in-depth meet-
ings with their American counterparts during a Wash-
ington Summit. Our ofticials will learn that Cyprus,
Greece and Israel are now and have always been part
of America’s team and should be generously treated as
such. This treatment of our EMP allies will also help
our country stave off our new challenges in that region
from Russia, China, Iran and [slamist extremism. Inju-
ries to America's security interests in the Eastern Medi-
terranean can be immediately improved and we urge
Secretary Pompeo to do so with full implementation of
the EMP Summit. And the injuries can be stemmed in
the long run with an appropriate reassertion of Con-
gressional authority.

Philip Christopher, President, International
Coordinaang Committee, Justice for Cyprus (PSEKA)
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